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;reatment. We must appeal to the good in human be-
ings and expect response. Is it not conducive to the
wellbeing of society that every member "uses all his
talents, only not for personal aggrandisement but for the
good of all ? We do not want to produce a dead equality
where every person becomes or is rendered incapable
of using his ability to the utmost possible extent. Such
a society must ultimately perish. I therefore suggest that
my advice that moneyed men may earn their crores
(honestly only, of course) iut so as to dedicate them to
the service of all is perfectly sound, "fa <q#! *prq:"
is a mantra based on uncommon knowledge. It is the
surest method to evolve a new order of life of universal
benefit in the place of the present one where each one
lives for himself without regard to what happens to his
neighbour,
Harijan, l-2-'42

CHAPTER XVII

NON-VIOLENT ECONOMY

I suggest that we are thieves in a way. If I take
anything that I do not need for my own immediate >
use and keep it, I thieve it from somebody else. It is the
fundamental law of Nature, without exception, that
Nature produces enough for our wants from day to day;
and-if only everybody took enough for himself and noth-
ing more, there would be no pauperism in this world,
there would be no man dying of starvation. I am no
socialist, and I do not want to dispossess those who have
got possessions; but I do say that personally those of us
who want to see light out of darkness have to follow this
rule. I do not want to dispossess anybody; I should then